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Government to announce, on August 20, 1917, a policy,
which had for its object * the progressive realization of
responsible government in India/ The avowed objects
of the War and the energy of the late Mr. Edwin Montague,
the then Secretary of State for India, in implementing the
policy raised high hopes among politically minded Indians.
But they were dashed to the ground when, the War over,
Great Britain busied herself with strengthening her hold
over India, In 1919 the fateful Rowlatt Acts were passed.
They were received by the indignant country as a breach
of faith. Thwarted hopes soon led to universal resentment
II
In 1914MahatmaGandhi, (Born 1869) with the record
of a victorious struggle in South Africa, returned to India*
His quaint approach to life and politics and his opposition
to political agitation during the war made him unpopular
at first. But he made Ahmedabad his headquarters, collect-
ed a small, devoted band of workers round him, and
began to popularise the cult of the charkha and Satyagraha,
Having won his first victory in Behar in 1917, he won
another the next year in Gujarata in the Kaira Satyagrahg
The next year, he was at the head of the Home Rul<
League and the editor of the 'Young India and the GujaratI
Navajlvana,
England's mistake in passing the Rowlatt Acts was
Mahatma Gandhi's opportunity. His napoleonic achieve-
ments in the field of Indian politics between 1919 and 1922
left him the supreme figure in Indian life and politics.
Incidentally, he organised some villages, intensified the
political consciousness of the people in Gujarata, and con-
solidated the partnership in politics between the GujaratI
politician, business man and peasant. He also founded the
Gujarata Vidyapltha at Ahmedabad, and the scholars who
joined it in the beginning stimulated the intellectual life
of that city. Gujaratis, all over the world, felt proud of so
great a man and backed all his activities. Political ambi-
tion and work became the dominant passion of their life.
In March, 1922, the Mahatma was convicted of sedition]
atxd sentenced to six years' imprisonment but, owing
to his uncertain health, was released in 1924. A sec-

